Dear Eighth Grade Student:



My name is Ms. Gearhart and I will be your 8th grade social studies teacher this year.  I love history, and will do everything in my power to make it fun and interesting for you. The course will cover topics from the establishment of the United States through modern American democracy, and follows California State Curriculum in conjunction with the Common Core literacy standards.  
-Materials that you must bring every day:

-Notebook I provide (ISN):  I will provide this for you.

 -Pencils and erasers:  Have at least two with you everyday.

-Planner

-3 ring binder with dividers 

-Schoolloop:  This is an excellent tool for students to take responsibility for their class work.  Parents/guardians should also register and use Schoolloop to help students be successful. 
-Students are expected to register & use Schoolloop as a tool to

· Monitor progress, grades, & missing work

· Check homework & upcoming tests/quizzes/projects

· Look up make up work  

· E-mail teachers with questions about homework & grades

Students who do not have access to Internet at home may use the computers at school in the library, or teachers’ classrooms to access Schoolloop at school.  Please note that teachers have two weeks to grade, record, and publish work from the day it is turned in.  I will usually have this done with in a couple of days, but please don’t e-mail me to see if it is “graded yet”.

-Homework:  Each trimester, homework will consist of reading, writing, mini projects, and unfinished class work.  The highest grade you will get for late homework is a C; so make sure to get it in on time for full credit.  
Late work:  Eighth students have one class period to turn in late work for a lowered grade.  Homework turned in two class periods late must have a signed parent note with an explanation in order to be considered for late credit.  For late work over two class periods, no credit will be given.  No late work is accepted during the last two weeks of the trimester.
-Absences:  If you are absent look on Schoolloop for the homework assignments, so you can turn it in next time you come to class.  If you are absent and turn in something late, make sure to write ABSENT at the top so I don’t mark it late.

-Presentations:  Every person will get to pick a topic in which they are interested, and will create a mini one-two minute oral presentation, along with a power point or prezi visual.

-Grades:  I will post all grades on Schoolloop so you and your parent/guardian will be able to check them anytime you wish.  Everything is graded on a point system, and most items can be fixed or redone for a higher grade.
Tests and quizzes  35%

Homework  35%

In class work, ISN, mini project 30%

-Behavior: Class Rules are designed around the Adele Harrison Code of Conduct. 

 It states:
I will not do anything that would:

-Keep myself from learning

-Keep others from learning

-Keep the teacher from teaching

Students who have difficulty following this code will be making phone calls home to explain to their parent/guardian in what area they are having difficulty.  If it continues to be a problem, we will schedule a student-teacher-parent conference.  Everyone will start with 100 points and lose 2-3 points each time there is an issue.
-Reaching me:  The best way to reach me is by email.  You can use Schoolloop to do this.  It is easy to sign up and I will usually get back to you within 24 hours.  You can also call the school and leave me a message at:  935-6080 ex: 3023.

-Films and film clips:  we will occasionally be watching a film or film clip. They will revolve around the Revolutionary War, the Civil War, and the women’s fight for the vote.  I will be showing clips from the movies listed below.  If you do not want your child to watch any clip, please circle the movie title(s). 
The Crossing 
     America:  the History of US          Iron Jawed Angels     
Roots

Ken Burns, The Civil War
Sincerely,

Ms. Gearhart

